This paper investigates a possible correspondence between the acquisition and breakdown of the ability to name nouns, verbs and their subcategories. The postulation of a universal developmental sequence, according to which children are predisposed to acquire nouns before verbs, has been challenged by cross-linguistic studies. In the case of acquired language loss in adults, the traditional assumption of a double dissociation between nouns and verbs has also been contested in recent work. Furthermore, subcategories of verbs (e.g. transitives versus intransitives) have been shown to be differentially acquired and affected.
Introduction
Nouns and verbs have been a topic of linguistic research from the very beginning and form part of all classification systems of word categories that have been proposed. Modern linguistic research on parts of speech tends to fluctuate between the attribution of a universal status to word classes and the opposite view that each specific language has a specific word class system. The language-specific view has often been propagated by descriptive grammarians who noted the absence of adjectives and even noun -verb
